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NEWSLETTER July 2019 
In the middle of the summer day we would like to look back at the 
past six months. 

The past few months have been exceptional. That probably applies to you as 
well. We hope that you and your loved ones are healthy and that you are able 
to slowly rebuild your social life. 

Foundation Kehidupan Anda, founded in 2005 with the main goal to give 
children in and around the village of Tongkaina in North Sulawesi a chance to 
get a professional education. This allows them to find work and build a 
future. In the last 12 years the school has grown into a household name and 
now offers vocational education for about 240 students. 
Especially the direction diving tourism is very successful and students from far 
outside Tongkaina see their chance here. The school is heavily sponsored by 
the Foundation and Thalassa Dive Resort and many students attend school 
with the help of sponsor parents and people like you who support the 
foundation.



DUIKVAKER 2020 
Like every year, the Kehidupan Anda 
Foundation has organized an activity 
to raise extra funds for the school. 
This time we held a lottery and a 
silent auction through the Duikvaker 
fair and FaceBook. 

Bids could be made on two fantastic 
trips, two weeks of diving at Thalassa 
Dive Resort Manado and ten days on 
the luxury boat Amira live aboard to 
Alor. The highest bid was made by 
Marion and Peter, congratulations! 

The lottery was also a great success 
and generated many positive 
reactions, especially the cuddles from 
Petra.  

Many prizes have been donated by 
a.o. Dirty Divers, Diving in Image, 
Cressie, SubLub, Diving magazine 
Diving, Diving Holydays, Finclip, 
Schaap&Co, Petra, Amira live-aboard-
Aqua Venture and Thalassa Dive 
Resort. 

The lottery and the auction had 
raised a wonderful amount of 
€5885,00. But because of the Corona 
crisis the trips were postponed and 
therefore also the proceeds for the 
foundation.



 Lottery winners with beautiful prizes



PUPILS DURING THE SPECIAL NARCOTICS TRAINING 
Every year, a prevention programme is held to introduce students to the different types of 
alcohol and drugs in an understandable way. This is to prevent problems at school so that 
pupils do not cause nuisance, leave school prematurely or end up in care. A special team of 
the National Bureau of Narcotic Drugs goes to all schools in the region for this socialization 
training. This training is shared with great enthusiasm and is a good learning moment.



PUPILS OF THE HOTEL TOURISM GROUP XI 
Regularly the students return from their internship from the different hotels around 
Manado Sulawesie. At school the various theory and coaching classes are with occasional 
invited speaker. By giving a presentation on a certain subject, following the lesson is 
just a little bit more fun and then of course a picture has to be taken! 



INFORMATION PRESENTATION ON HIV AIDS  
Prevention and information programme on avoiding of HIV and what means are available 
to treat HIV. Several speakers were invited and they gave extensive presentations with 
slides. This is a subject that is mainly discussed at school and in which there is a great 
deal of interest among the students.



SUBMITTED BY SIMONE 

I think that everybody can and will agree; the year 2020 is a year is a year nobody will 
likely forget. I guess nobody could have imagined and would not have believed, what has 
happened to all of us, and is still happening as we speak. 
The corona virus has changed de whole world and of course, our region too, has not been 
able to escape from it. 

Our school is already closed for a couple of months, but although in many Western 
countries and through some of the wealthier schools, some education is still ongoing, this is 
not possible for our ‘village school’.  
The teachers are trying to give some assignments through WhatsApp groups, but this a far 
stretch from being practical or efficient.  
A lot of parents lost their jobs and even buying ‘pulsa’ (telephone credit) has now become 
a luxury not everyone can afford. 

The government has decided that all 3rd graders will receive their graduation certificate 
and all students of other grades will move on to the next level. In my modest opinion this is 
quite a disaster; the level of education was already low, but with this happening it will 
definitively not making it any better. 
But what is the alternative? One year longer at school? Who can pay for that? Not the 
parents! The school fees are already not being paid at the moment and the small 
contribution we can grant the teachers, results from the ongoing, generous donations from 
the sponsors of our foundation. So, from my heart and theirs, thank you! 

The region is, for a big part, literally ‘back to basic’. This means that the daily focus now 
lays on making little bits of money to buy food! 

Of course, not only the students from the school are at home now, also all dive guides and 
hotel staff who graduated before, are at home. Many of them now help their parents on 
the fields. Everybody now is planting ‘ubi’ (sweet potato), ‘milu’ (corn), papaya and other 
fast-growing vegetables. I think, that we are still better off than many people in the big 
cities, who don't have their own plots of land. 

A few guides decided to use their time at home, to re-enforce their future and follow a 
divemaster course at Thalassa. Most of them have not (yet) paid for this and I don’t know 
when and if this is going to happen, but it is good to give them a chance. Also a few 
Thalassa guides took the opportunity and both Ranthy and Arlan finished the course with 
good results.  
It is nice to see my students back after a few years and to see how these young guides have 
developed. Of course, they were already good in the water, but now they have more 
experience with guests, speak better English, are able to organize and solve problems. The 
divemaster license makes all these capabilities official and they are really proud to have 
achieved this. 

I have no idea what the future will bring; our school, the Thalassa Resorts, our Thalassa 
family… everything and everybody is connected. At the moment we are putting our focus 
on every day’s survival. Please, keep helping the foundation, but more importantly… stay 
healthy. 
Simone



PADI DIVEMASTER COURSE 
In Corona time a number of dive guides have completed the Divemaster course. Many dive 
guides have returned home because there are no more guests in the resorts, there is also a 
diving ban imposed by the government. The course was difficult, a lot in english and learning 
a lot of theory. They are all certified again!  

Congratulations for Henoch, Frenky, Mosal, Ranthy, Arlan, Nanda, Steward, Vicky en James!



SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021 

Again, all students have been sent home and the school is closed. They didn't take any exams 
but they did get a diploma(!). The rest of the children have all been transferred to the next 
group. The government will probably release the schools on the 1st of July and hopefully then 
the lessons can start again. The teachers have organized all kinds of promotional activities 
around Manado to attract new students.



BEACH CLEAN-UP 
Annual beach clean-up 
activity in which again a 
large number of students 
from the school participate. 
Now with mouth caps on, 
they stroll down the beach!

SNORKEL TRIP 
Annual snorkel trip from 
Tongkaina to Bunaken. 
Departure from the jetty 
near Thalassa with a large 
group of students.



LIVE STREAM 
Since the Corona outbreak, every Saturday morning a live connection is made with Thalassa 
in which they discuss various topics.  

At the end of May the three teachers Fitria, Stefa and Jesih from school in Tongkaina, 
Hermanto and Simone from Thalassa Manado, Arjen from Thalassa Lembeh and the board 
Paul and Yvonne from the Netherlands were present live to answer all your questions. We 
have been active for an hour and told a few things about the foundation and how things are 
going at the school.



WEBSITE 
Take a look at the website www.kehidupan-anda.com. Information about application 
forms and donation forms can be found here. The English version will follow soon.

SCHOOL WITH ITS OWN SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
Now also followable on 
Facebook and instagram.

http://www.kehidupan-anda.com
http://www.kehidupan-anda.com


Donating money: 
The Kehidupan-Anda foundation is not subsidized by the government and is 
therefore dependent on donations. For the children your gift makes the 
difference….. 
The Tax Office is helping too! They will be happy to pay a part of donation. 
Inquire with the tax authorities in your own country.                             

Facebook: 
More and more Facebook will be the medium throughout which to communicate 
with the children.  
We’ll put as much pictures and info on Facebook as possible, thereby making it 
available to everyone. Become a friend on Facebook Kehidupan-Anda (with sponsor 
child Maisya as logo).



Chairman: Paul Meijer                                                                     
paul@kehidupan-anda.com or prlmmeijer@gmail.com Tel nr: 0031 (0)615346664   
Adress: Belhamel 17, 6902 BE Zevenaar, The Netherlands                                                                           
Secretariat: Yvonne Jacobs                                                         
yvonne@kehidupan-anda.com or yhajacobs@gmail.com                             
Treasurer: Rob Lagerweij                                                                
rob@kehidupan-anda.com or roblagerweij@gmail.com                                     
Project Initiator: Simone Gerritsen                                                               
Thalassa 5 Padi Dive Resort, Molas Sulawesi info@thalassamanado.com                   
Tel nr: +62 812 43500956                                                                                                           
Field coördinator: Herman Sastrowijaya                                                      
Thalassa 5 Padi Dive Resort, Molas Sulawesi info@thalassamanado.com                 
Tel nr: +62 812 43500956

Board:  
Kehidupan-Anda

Donate:  
IBAN/bankaccount:      
NL66RABO 0147995841 
SWIFT/BIC code: RABONL2U    RSIN/FISCAL/ANBI nr: 820099260    Business register nr: 
34317089   Statutory the Foundation Kehidupan-Anda is residing in Amsterdam
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